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What are the Categories of CSE? 
 

CSE can take various forms including online grooming, gang exploitation, 
peer on peer abuse, the relationship model abusers shower their victim with 
gifts and personal attention but may expect payment in return in the form of 

sexual activities and the party model; where when a group of older men throw 
parties designed to lure in young people. Practitioners should be alert to the 
link with other types of crime. Child Sexual Exploitation in cases of criminal 

and other forms of exploitation can often be hidden 
 

What Did IICSA Tell Us? 
 

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) 
undertook a wide range investigation to report where institutions 
had failed to protect children and what needs to be done differently. 
One of the themes this inquiry identified is that agencies had 
moved their priority to child criminal exploitation and the focus on 
child sexual exploitation had reduced despite children continuing to 
be at risk from harm. In Warwickshire there is evidence that the 
number of CSE referrals have been reducing over the last 2 years 

What is Child Sexual Exploitation? 
 

Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is when someone takes advantage of a child or young 
person sexually by giving the illusion of love and care, or by giving them gifts, food, 

drugs, alcohol, money or accommodation. They may have power over them and use 
threats or violence so that they can get them to perform sexual acts for them or for 
others. Many young people will not see themselves as victims as they are led to 

believe they are making their own choices, but they aren’t. 
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What are the Signs of Grooming? 
 

CSE offences always include an element of grooming – manipulating a child 
in order to exploit them. Signs of grooming include sudden changes in 

behaviour, going missing from home or school, secretive use of technology, 
having unexplained gifts, alcohol and/or drug misuse, having a much older 

‘boyfriend’ or ‘girlfriend’, developing sexual health problems.  
 

How Do I Report CSE? 
 

As a professional, if you have concerns that a child or 
young person is at risk of or is experiencing exploitation 
you must make a referral to Warwickshire's Children's 

Services in line with Warwickshire's Inter-agency 
Safeguarding Procedures. You can also call the Front Door 

on 01926 414144. 
 

What is the Impact? 
 

CSE can have long-term effects on young people's wellbeing, 
impacting on their life into adulthood. 

Difficulties include isolation from family and friends, falling behind 
on schoolwork or dropping out of school altogether, teenage 

parenthood, mental health problems, alcohol and drug use and 
suicidal thoughts and attempts 

 
 

Where Can I Get More Information? 
 

Additional information about CSE can be found at: 
 

• Something Not Right website 

• NSPCC website 

• Barnardo’s website 

https://www.iicsa.org.uk/
http://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=Warwickshire
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=Warwickshire
https://www.somethingsnotright.co.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/cse

